Form 37

Judah P. Benjamin Award

Judah P. Benjamin Award is presented at the Chapter, Division, or General level to honor the Secretary of State of the CSA, Judah P. Benjamin. It consists of a certificate and or pin awarded to individuals for outstanding endeavors not necessarily related to the Confederacy in the following fields: 

Civic/Community Service
Conservation,
Education
Environmental 
Humanitarian Efforts 
or Patriotic Services.  

Application forms may be obtained online from the UDC General website under forms. This is a fillable online form for your convenience, once completed you will send the form plus required info/documentation and your check to VA Division Chair Darlene Foster, Chairman of Judah P. Benjamin Award, 781 Bailey Farm Road, Saxe, VA 23967 Chairman will send it to General for approval. 

Rules for awarding are as follows:

· Forms to be filled out in triplicate and sent by the chapter to the Division Chairperson for approval and forwarded to the General Chairperson for approval. State all achievements to be considered and submit with one set of proofs and a check payable to “Treasure General UDC.” Original signatures must be on original and both copies.

· Proofs to substantiate service shall include: 1) time period covered by the award.
 2) statement by sponsoring Chapter or Division outlining benefit to community as a result of recipient’s service.
 3) two letters of recommendation. One can be UDC members and others from community leaders.
 4) list of previous awards received, if any. 
5) documentation such as items from newspaper or magazine articles, title page and appropriate pages of books, photos, copies of programs.

· Recipients shall have given service above and beyond the requirements of the profession or requirements for membership in a service or benevolent organization. Their service shall show a high regard for the community. The work may be ongoing.

· He contribution may be related to the Confederacy, but this is not a requirement.

· Recipients may be adults or children; Confederacy ancestry is not required.

· UDC members are eligible provided their service meets the above requirements.

· This award is specifically for individuals who have made a significant contribution to society along the lines of the fields of endeavor listed above.

· Perspective recipients should not know they are being considered, as an application may be held for more information, or it may be denied. Every effort should be made for this award to be a surprise to the recipient. However, once the award has been approved by the President General, the recipient may be notified of the honor if it is felt that is the only way to ensure his/her presence at the award ceremony.

· The award ceremony should be a special occasion and the date selected for presentation should allow ample time for processing the application. Refer to the UDC Ritual for the presentation ceremony.


· If awarded on Welcome and Historical Evening at Annual General Convention, only one award may be made.

· Award may be presented posthumously only if the recipient was living at the time the application was approved by General.

· An award may be made in absentia only in cases of extreme emergency.


Recapping:

1.  A completed application, (one on UDC acid free paper and 2 copies); you can retrieve the application on the General website under forms.

2.  Two letters of recommendation, one can be from an UDC member or chapter and one from someone in the community.

3.  Proof of the applicants work regarding the areas of Civic/Community Service, Conservation, Education, Environmental, Humanitarian Efforts, or Patriotic Services.  These can be newspaper articles, pictures with captions, excerpts from books or articles, copies of awards for service rendered, etc.  It can be anything that highlights the outstanding work they have done.

4. Check made out to Treasurer General UDC. Cost for pin and certificate is $70, certificate only is $10. I recommend purchasing the pin and certificate. 


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  I will be glad to help. 

Respectfully submitted,

Darlene W. Foster
Chairman, Judah P. Benjamin Award

